
 
 
 
 
                                     

 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent  
December 16th, 2018 

Holy Eucharist  
 
Organ Prelude  
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

The Congregation stands for the hymns 
 

Processional Hymn 349  All People That On Earth - Old 100th                                                
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Third Sunday of Advent - the Candle of Joy 
 
Last Sunday the candle of peace was lit.  We light it and the candle of hope again as we remember that Christ 
will come again and bring to the world everlasting peace.  

 
The Candles of Hope and Peace are lit 

 
The third candle of Advent is the Candle of Joy.  It reminds us of the joy that Mary felt when the angel Gabriel 
told her that a special child would be born to her - a child who would save and deliver his people. 
 
God wants us all to have joy.  The angel who announced to the shepherds that Jesus had been born told them: 
"Do not be afraid.  I am bringing you good news of a great joy for all people - for to you is born this day, in the 
City of David, a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord." 
 
We light this candle to remember that Christ brings the promise of a new life - a life in which the blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, and the prisoners are set free.   We light it to remember that He is the bringer of true and 
everlasting joy. 
 

The third candle - The Candle of Joy is lit 
 

  
Let us pray.  

Loving God, we thank you for the hope you give us.  
Help us prepare our hearts for the Lord's coming.  
Help us live holy and righteous lives.  
We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

The Greeting   
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Kyrie 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.    X3      

 
The Collect 
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son.  Remove those things 
which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
                       The Congregation is seated  

The Proclamation of the Word  
The First Lesson A reading from Zephaniah  
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The 
Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, 
is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak.  The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a 
day of festival.  I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  I will deal with all 
your oppressors at that time.  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame 
into praise and renown in all the earth.  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 
will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before 
your eyes, says the Lord.                                                                              Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Hear how the Spirit speaks to the Church. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
The sound of the singing bowl after the first and second lesson invites us into a deeper engagement with the texts. 

 
Hymn 361  Surely It Is God Who Saves Me - Ecce, Deus 
 
Deuxième Lecture  Lecture de la lettre de Philippiens  
Réjouissez-vous sans cesse dans le Seigneur, je le dis encore, réjouissez-vous. Que votre modération soit 
connue de tous les hommes. Le Seigneur est proche. N'entretenez aucun souci; mais en tout besoin recourez 
à l'oraison et à la prière, pénétrées d'action de grâces, pour présenter vos requêtes à Dieu. Alors la paix de 
Dieu, qui surpasse toute intelligence, prendra sous sa garde vos coeurs et vos pensées, dans le Christ Jésus.
                              Philippiens 4:4-7 
Écoutez ce que l’Ésprit dit à l’Église.  
Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 

 
Gradual Hymn 98  Hark the Glad Sound! - Bristol                      
 
The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham 
as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.’  And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors 
came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more 



than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, 
‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  As the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news 
to the people.                         Luke 3:7-18 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Congregation is seated 

 
Sermon              The Rev. Dr. Donald Boisvert 

Please stand 
 
Darkness and Light: A Creed for Advent 
We believe in God,  
robed in splendour, veiled in mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light. 
 
We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tested and put to death, but whose radiance could not be 
quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to an oft monochrome world: reviving the weary, healing the 
wounded, unsettling the satisfied.  
 
We walk with God, guided by the light of God's loving spirit; the light which enters the shadowed places of 
our hearts and leads us into truth and life. 
 
We wait for God, and for the fulfillment of God's promises; for the time when the darkness will hold no fear 
and the light will show the way, and creation will be made whole once more and God's peace will reign 
forever. Amen.            adapted from Cally Booker, Candles and Conifers 
 
Intercessions   
 
Confession and Absolution 
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving. 
In silence we call to mind our sins. 

 
The Congregation kneels 

Silence 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we have done and in the good 
we have not done.  We have sinned in ignorance: we have sinned in weakness: we have sinned through our 
own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry.  We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s 
sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.  Know that you are forgiven 
and be at peace.  God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen. 
  
The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Parish Announcements see blue-colored insert 



The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Organ Come Thou, Jesus, from Heaven to Earth (Schubler Chorale) - J.S. Bach (1685-1750)    
 
Offertory Hymn 572  Let There Be Light - Concord                 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 

God of hope, renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living sacrifice to you, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer II - Anticipation - from the Scottish Liturgy 1982 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues... 

...singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus                       I. Koizumi (adapted S.B) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Congregation may kneel  

The Eucharistic Prayer continues... 
... Lord of all ages, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 



The Breaking of the Bread   
Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even 
to eat the crumbs from under your table. But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, and share your bread 
with sinners. So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son, that he may live in us and 
we in him; and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

All are welcome to share at Christ's table; you may choose to receive bread by holding out your hands,  
and wine from the cup,	or to receive a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. 

 
 

Communion Hymn 439  Blest Are the Pure in Heart - Franconia    
 
Prayer after Communion 
Merciful God, may this eucharist free us from our sins, fill us with unending joy, and prepare us for the birthday 
of our Savior.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who is Lord now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory.  May we who share Christ’s 
body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the 
world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth 
live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
          
Recessional Hymn 40  O Spirit of the Living God - Wareham 
 
The Blessing 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you 
ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing ...  
Amen. 
 
Acclamation 
With love and compassion,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
With judgement and mercy,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
In power and glory,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
In wisdom and truth,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
 
 



The Dismissal 

 

 
Organ Postlude Kyrie (Messe Solonnelle) -  Louis Vierne (1870-1937) arr. A. Schreiner 
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We gather today in the traditional territory of the  
Haudenosaunee & Anishinaabe. 

        
Nous nous réunissons aujourd'hui sur le territoire 
traditionnel des Haudenosaunee & Anishinaabe. 


