
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 23rd, 2018 

Holy Eucharist  
 
Organ Prelude  
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

The Congregation stands for the hymns 
 

Processional Hymn 123 Once In Royal David’s City -  Irby                                                
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Fourth Sunday of Advent - the Candle of Love 
 
Last Sunday we lit the candle of joy.  We light it and the candles of hope and peace again as we remember that 
Christ will come again and bring us everlasting peace and joy. 

The Candles of Hope, Peace and Joy are lit 
 
The fourth candle of Advent is the Candle of Love.  Its light is meant to remind us of the love that God has for 
us. 
 
Jesus shows us God's perfect love.  He is God's love in human form.  The bible says that "God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son”.   
 
Love is patient, love is kind and envies no one.  Love is never boastful or conceited, rude or selfish.  Love is not 
quick to take offense, it keeps no records of wrongs, it does not gloat over other people’s troubles, but rejoices 
in the right, the good, and the true.  There is nothing that love cannot face, there is no limit to its faith, to its 
hope, to its endurance.  Love never ends. 
 
We light this candle today to remind us of how God’s perfect love is found in Jesus. 
 

The fourth candle - The Candle of Love is lit 
 

  
Let us pray.  

Loving God, we thank you for your gift of love - shown to us perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Help us prepare our hearts to receive Him. Help us to hear and do your word. 
We ask it in the name of the one born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

 
The Greeting   
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Almighty God,  

ST. Matthias' 
Anglican Church 

Westmount, qc 



to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Kyrie 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.    X3      
 
The Collect 
God of power and mercy, you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son.  Remove those things 
which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
                         The Congregation is seated  

The Proclamation of the Word  
The First Lesson A reading from Micah  
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until 
the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of 
peace.  If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds 
and eight installed as rulers.                            Micah 5:2-5a 
Hear how the Spirit speaks to the Church. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
The sound of the singing bowl after the first and second lesson invites us into a deeper engagement with the texts. 

 
Canticle: Magnificat  see last page of blue-colored insert 
 
Deuxième Lecture  Lecture de la livre des Hébreux  
C'est pourquoi, en entrant dans le monde, le Christ dit: Tu n'as voulu ni sacrifice ni oblation; mais tu m'as 
façonné un corps. Tu n'as agréé ni holocaustes ni sacrifices pour les péchés. Alors j'ai dit: Voici, je viens, car 
c'est de moi qu'il est question dans le rouleau du livre, pour faire, ô Dieu, ta volonté. Il commence par dire: 
Sacrifices, oblations, holocaustes, sacrifices pour les péchés, tu ne les as pas voulus ni agréés - et cependant ils 
sont offerts d'après la Loi --, alors il déclare: Voici, je viens pour faire ta volonté. Il abroge le premier régime 
pour fonder le second. Et c'est en vertu de cette volonté que nous sommes sanctifiés par l'oblation du corps de 
Jésus Christ, une fois pour toutes.                Hébreux 10 :5-10 
Écoutez ce que l’Ésprit dit à l’Église.  
Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 

 
Gradual Hymn   Sing of Mary - Ode to Joy  
Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, Virgin-Mother undefiled.  
Sing of God’s own Son most holy, Who became her little child.  
Fairest child of fairest Mother, God the Lord who came to earth,  
Word made Flesh, our very Brother, Takes our nature by his birth. 
 
Joyful Mother, full of gladness, In thine arms thy Lord was borne.  
Mournful Mother, full of sadness, All thy heart with pain was torn.  
Glorious Mother, now rewarded With a crown at Jesus’ hand,  
Age to age thy name recorded Shall be blest in every land.                      
 
 



The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house 
of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’                               Luke 1:39-45 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Congregation is seated 

 
The Jesse Tree              Jessica Stilwell 
 
Hymn 89 v. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7 

Please stand 
 
Darkness and Light: A Creed for Advent 
We believe in God,  
robed in splendour, veiled in mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light. 
 
We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tested and put to death, but whose radiance could not be 
quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to an oft monochrome world: reviving the weary, healing the 
wounded, unsettling the satisfied.  
 
We walk with God, guided by the light of God's loving spirit; the light which enters the shadowed places of 
our hearts and leads us into truth and life. 
 
We wait for God, and for the fulfillment of God's promises; for the time when the darkness will hold no fear 
and the light will show the way, and creation will be made whole once more and God's peace will reign forever. 
Amen.                       adapted from Cally Booker, Candles and Conifers 
 
Intercessions   
 
Confession and Absolution 
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith and are themselves forgiving. 
In silence we call to mind our sins. 

 
The Congregation kneels 

Silence 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we have done and in the good 
we have not done.  We have sinned in ignorance: we have sinned in weakness: we have sinned through our 
own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry.  We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.  Know that you are forgiven 
and be at peace.  God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen. 
 
The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give light to those who dwell 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 



Parish Announcements see blue-colored insert 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Organ Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring - J.S. Bach (1685-1750)    
 
Offertory Hymn  Go Tell it on the Mountain - Spiritual      
    Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain,  over the hills and everywhere; 
         go, tell it on the mountain  that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain….. 
 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth  
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior‘s birth. Refrain….. 
 
Down in a lowly stable the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain…..               
 
Prayer over the Gifts 

Gracious God, by the power of the Spirit who sanctified the mother of your Son, make holy all we offer you this 
day.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer II - Anticipation - from the Scottish Liturgy 1982 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues... 

...singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus                       I. Koizumi (adapted S.B) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Congregation may kneel  

The Eucharistic Prayer continues... 
... Lord of all ages, world without end. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as Christ has taught us, we pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.    
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
    
The Breaking of the Bread   
Most merciful Lord,  
your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even 
to eat the crumbs from under your table. But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, and share your bread 
with sinners. So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your Son, that he may live in us and 
we in him; and that we, with the whole company of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world: grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

All are welcome to share at Christ's table; you may choose to receive bread by holding out your hands, and wine from the cup,		
or to receive a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. 

 
Communion Hymn 116  “Your Kingdom Come” -  Irish    
 
Prayer after Communion 
Faithful God, in this sacrament we receive the promise of salvation.  May we, like the Virgin Mary, be obedient 
to your will.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Father of all,  
we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory.  May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to 
the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth 
live to praise your name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
          
Recessional Hymn 362  Tell Out, My Soul                     Woodlands       
 
The Blessing 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you 
ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing ...  
Amen. 



Acclamation 
With love and compassion,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
With judgement and mercy,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
In power and glory,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
In wisdom and truth,  
come, Lord Jesus! 
 
The Dismissal 

 

Organ Postlude Praeludium in F minor                                 J.S. Bach 
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                Penny Rankin 
 

We gather today in the traditional territory of the  
Haudenosaunee & Anishinaabe. 

        
Nous nous réunissons aujourd'hui sur le territoire 
traditionnel des Haudenosaunee & Anishinaabe. 


